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Can we contact you about your submission (if required)?
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What best describes you?

I am representing an NGO or community group,

I am representing an environmental group
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Q12

What, if any, are the key barriers to effective management of invasive species?

NSW Companion Animals Act 1998 is inadequate and provides local government with little direction, guidance or resourcing.  LGAs 

identify this legislation as inhibiting efforts in managing threats from roaming pets.
 has been promoting the benefits to cats and owners of cat containment and the impact of roaming pets on 

wildlife. 
Community awareness is poor about the impact of roaming pets on wildlife and habitat.

The research is available and clearly articulates issues and effective management options. https://invasives.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/06/Pet-cat-impacts-June-2023.pdf

Q13

How has invasive species management changed since the introduction of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 legislation and
associated programs and plans?

NSW Companion Animals Act is unchanged since 2015.
Many LGAs and NSW Local Government have argued strongly for revision of NSW Companion Animals Act 1998.

Q14

What are the future risks posed by invasive species to the NSW environment, industries and communities?

Increased extinction trajectory for species listed as threatened.
More species and habitat listed as threatened.

Threatened status of already listed species and habitats worsens.
Increased population numbers and more housing in regional areas will result in exponentially greater toll in wildlife killed by roaming 

pets.
Loss of income from nature tourism in regional areas (such as SE Region) where the richness of biodiversity is a tourism drawcard.

 2021 research into bird tourism in Australia identified bird tourism as contributing $283M annually to Australia's 
economy. 

Bird tourists spend on average more than other forms of tourism per night.






